[Aortic dissection: clinical evaluation, comparison of diagnostic techniques and treatment election].
Aortic dissection is a life-threatening disease with a high mortality in the first hours. The diagnosis must be established as promptly as possible and a high index of suspicion is needed. Then, a thorough evaluation of the patient is necessary for an adequate clinical decision making. In this article, the definition, classification, predisposing factors, clinical signs and symptoms, diagnostic methods and treatment are reviewed.